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man in the digtrict becomes the largest holder
There is » natural inchination in that™ direction.
Igo as far as any member on the cross benches,
and will assist to the best of my ability, in doing
everything possible to make life attractive in
the country districts. If for no other reason
than a selfish reason we must see the wisdom
of and necessity for developing our country
districts. There are many obstacles in the way
and the Govermmment must assist. In no
State of Australia has such & generous measure
of Government assistance been given to people
on the land as has been given by swccessive
Governments in this State. I cannot conceive
of any country where the assistance given has
exceeded that which has been made available
in Western Australia, It is a wise and sound
policy. We must continue to pursue that policy,
all the time striving to see that the expenditure
of public money is in the direction of essentially
teproductive works. In time to come money
thue expended will be returned to us fourfold.
The problem is so great to-day throughout
Australia that unless the various Patliaments
wake up and take serious measures to stop the
drift to the cities, the Commonwealth will not
go ahead and prosper, production will not increase
ner will Austmlia be that great country we all
hope to see her becoms. I believe that in West-
em Australis—and I agree with the Premior here
we can carry three or four times the population
we have to-day, with a greater degree of pros-
perity to all '

Mr. Money: We can carry twenty times the
population.

Hon. P. COLLIER : That is s0. When one
looks arcund the Commonwealth, starting from
Queensland in the North and working round the
vartous States, ono realises the possibilities of
each State. Each is rich in those great natural
resources which go to make any country great.
There are no great natural resources nupon which
America has buily up such a big population in the
past century or so, of which Australia is not
possessed.

Mr. Money: They utilised their natural re-
sources $o the utmost.

Hon. P. COLLIER : It is largely due to the
policy adopted by the State Governmonts through-
out Australia in the concentration of expenditure,
that has led to the aggregation of population
in the cities. It is true that in New South Wales
railways have been constucted for 300 or 400
miles into Sydney rather than build s small
seciion of railways to tap a natural port. It
is this policy of centrulisation that is the cumse
of Australis to-day. It is necessary to spend
money in the country districts to provide facili-
ties for settlement and production, and to ensure
& fair n.easure of comfort and prosperity without
which we will not attain that standard of life
we would like to sec in Australia,

On motion by the Premier, debate adjourned.
House adjourned ot 8-48 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3)—GROUP SETTLE-
MENT.

Sustenance Allowance.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: In
view of the assistance by way of sustepance
allowanee granted to settlers on group settle-
ment areas, will he favourably consider the
extending of similar benefits in that direction
to the South-West as are enjoyed by settlers
operating under the provisions of the Act
governing the Industries Assistance Board?

The PREMIER replied: Allowance to
group settlers iz an advance against cost of
making farms, and hecomes an Agricultural
Bank advanee on the security of the made
farm. Individual settlers can obtain clearing
loans from the Agricnitural Bank in the
nsual way.

Accounts System and Costs.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Has a proper system of accounts been in-
angurated for each group settlement which
will include all phases of expendituret 2,
What will be the basia of allocation of costs
on individual farms? 3, Is the cost of super-
vision to be made a charge against each
group, and to be debited equally to each
property?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
total charges against the group must mot
exceed the total costs. Allocations to each
block will be made by the general manager
of the Agricultural Bank when it takes over
the liability, 3, Yes, so far as the working
forcman is eoncerned,

Road Making; Federal Grant.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1In
view of the decision of the Federal Ministry
to provide a sum of £250,000, to be allpcated
to the varions State Governments on the
pound for pound prineiple, for the purpose
of providing work for the unemployed on
road making, and of the urgent neeessity for
provision of good reads to group settlements,
does he prepose to take advantage of the
assistance offered by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment
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The PREMIER replied: I am takimg ad-
vantage of the offer.

QUESTION—RAILWAY TIMBER
MILLS,

Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What was the output of timber from
the Railway Department Timber Mills for
the year ended 30th June, 3922% 2, What
was the average mumber of men employed at
these mills? 3, What saving was effected by
the department by having their own timber
mills?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 13,615 loads. 2, 139 men. 3, A
conservative estimate would be £20,000, To
this shonld be added the jndirect saving by
quality and delivery.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT LOAN,
£150,000,

Mr. SIMONS asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that the Government received aceom-
modation to the extent of about £150,000 or a
similar sum this year from an Ausiralian
Iender or lenders? 2, If the foregzoing is re-
plied to in the affirmative, will the Minister
responsible give the House the name or names
of the lender or lenders? 3, What were the
terms and eonditions of the loant

The FPREMIER replied: 1, No. TInscribed
stock was issued in the various States, por-
tion of which was required for redemption
purposes. 2, The stoek was taken up by a
number of persons and institutions. 3, The
terms were, interest 6 per cent. par; period,
ten vears, with option of redemption by
the Government in five years.

Mr. Simons: Could the names be made
available later on?

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordert

QUESTION—LAXNT PLAXNS, LOAXN
INFORMATION,

Mr. DAVIES (for Mr. Teesdale) asked the
Premier: Will he explain why the Agricul-
tural Bank’s loans on Newdegate land are
not stated on the plans at the Land Office?

The PREMTER replied: The Agrienltural

Bank has not vet granted loans on Newdegate
land.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previons day.

The PREMTER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Xortham) [4.36]: May I say at the out-
set that the speech of the Leader of the
Opposition last night was a very helpful
one. He made many points that T should
have preferred not to have heard, bnt, on the
whole, it was an excellent and helpful speech,
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one that way good in the interests of West-
ern Avstralia, I think hiy attitude is en-
tirely right on some of the great guestions
he discusseit.  The Leader of the Opposition
was wrong in one thing; I do not say he
wus wrong in everything by any means, but
he was certainly wrong on one point. He
#aid that tbe Governor’s Speech did not cop-
tain very much. I ask hon. members if cver
before a Governar’s Speech contained so
mueh?

Hon. M. F. Troy: Se much verbiage.

The PREMIER: T have listened to many
Governor's Speecles and I do not think I
ever before liatened to one that contained
so muech. There is a great deal in the Gover-
nor’s Specch which i3 good and helpful to
the community at Iarge. Tf hon, members
will read that document carefully—it may
L rather long—they will see most of the
industries are referred to. The opportunities
ahead of Western Australin are updoubted
and they are understood. FEveryone is fully
aware that these opportunities are under-
stood. Everyone regrets at the same time
that becanse of lack aof pepulation, we have
not Leen alle to take advantage of those
opportunities. There is no member of this
Chambler who does not come to me almost
daily to tell me where some of these oppor-
tunities are. I wish we had the men angd
the money to take advantage of all onr possi-
bilities. It means so much to us if we ean
only make the best use of our opportunities
naw, We have known of those oppertunities
for the past cight years or more, but we
have let some of them go. We have eveon
pgone to the extent of importing mneh of the
food we require, but whith we could produce
ourselves. That is not very creditatle to us
and it i3 not right.

Mr. Marshall; Tf it was not for the State
Implement Works, we would be importing
agrienltural implements.

Memhers: We are importing them.

The PREMIER: At the present time, we
are importingr a great many agrienltural im-
plements., However, there are many members
in this Chamber who know well the oppor-
tunitics ahead of 1a in this great State of
Western Australin.  Some know the great
opportunitiea ahead of the mining industry.
We know that new finds are heing veported
from time to time. Perhapa those finds are
not adAitional Great Boulders, but we all
hope that one day there will he discovered
another rich field like that at Kalgoorlie. Wo
have heard of finds in the Murchison distriet.
We all want tn see a revival in the mining
irdustry, knowing that nothing will help this
State so much a3 a eomplete resuseitation of
our mining activities, When we talk about
hringing in 23,000 people in one vear, we
ean look back to 1852 when Vietoria absorhed
162,000 prople in one vear and all becanse
gold mining operations developed there at
that time. The Minister for Mines will deal
with his own department, and I do nnt wish
to touch extensively on that aspeet. I hone
the member for Brownhill-Tvankas (Mr,
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TLutey) will see all his hopes realised in a
speedy and great development in econneetion
with the mining industry. There are great
agrieultural possibilities ahead of Western
Australia, and it will be the duiy of the
Minister for Agriculture to deal with that
aspect, as it comes within hig province. At
the present time, our agricultural opportuni-
ties are barely developed to the extent of
one quarter that we hope to see. 'We have
great opportunities to open up and settle the
country in the northern portions of Western
Australia. With an increase in our popula-
tion, there must come increased trade. With
all these opportunities ahead, surely it is
time we endeavoured to make use of the vari-
oua avennes open to us for progress and de-
velopment., Every year lost is a real loss
to the State. It does not mean that we shall
get less in ten years’ time than we shall during
the first year, for we will get more and more
as the years go by. As the people
cultivate the land, the return will be all the
greater, and the greater will be the possi-
bilities ahead of our State. Most hon. mem-
bers, and particularly the member for Clare-
mont (Mr. J. Thomson), were anxious that
I should go to London to advance the inter-
ests of the State. I will deal with immigra-
tion Iater on, but at this stage I would like
to tell the House that in London T had a
very interesting tire, I found that the people
there knew little about this State and hardly
realised where it was on the map. They cer-
tainly did not know that they were eating
food from Western Australia or that they
were decorated with Western Australian gold
and Western Australian pearls. I had, as
hon. members know, Mr., Thomson, repre-
senting all Australia, with me to assist in the
work I went to London to undertake.

Mr. Marshall: He never advertised the min-
ing industry to any extent.

The PREMIER: He did.

Mr. Marshall: He told me that he did not.

The PREMIER: He did do so, and he had
opportunities in that respect.

Mr. Marshall: He had opportunities, but
did not take advantage of them.

Mr. Angelo: He does mot tell you every-
thing.

The PREMIER: At any rate, if any hon.
member has a mine to float, I would advise
him to send Mr. Thomson to London to carry
out the work, Mr. Miles, M.L.C,, was also
of great assistance to me. When I was asked
in London if we had enoungh to eat in Aus-
tralia, I said, ‘‘Look at Mr. Miles.”’

Mr. Angelo: He is fed on good North-
‘West beef,

The PREMIER: The London people were
particularly good to Western Australians. I
think that was beeause our soldiers went away
and fought alongside the British soldiers. 1
had a good time in Manchester, and I want
to take this opportunity of placing on record
the faet that in Manchester there are not
only enormous openings available for trade
activities—there are, I think, 10 million
people within a radins of a few miles—but
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there are facilities for handling anything
that can be aent there. Manchester has mag-
nificent cold storage works and great bulk
handiing concerns, with harbour facilities
right up to date. We could send everything
we grow to Manchester. On the other hand, I
do not believe that at the time I was
there, there was 1lb. of Australian beef
in the Manchester arca. Although apples
were being received in England, the only
Western Australian apples in  Manchester
were those we took down with us in the train,
They said, ‘“Why nof ship to us?’’? We
should ship to them from here. The only
trouble is that our small quantity of pro-
duets might be diverted at the outports. Un-
fortunately there were labour troubles when
I was there and so, notwithstanding the mag-
nificent factories, there were only a few men
at work. Just the same, we saw some won-
derful machinery in course of manufacture
there. We also went to Bradford, where
300,000 people deal with G0 million fleeces of
wool, It was a wonderful sight to see Aus-
tralian wool coming in and being sorted into
groups according to quality, and finally
going on to the machinery and the weavers.
We went also tn Nottingham and Birming-
ham, both magnificent places. All the people
there were anxjous to treat an Australian
Premier liberally. I do not know why I
did not grow much heavier on that trip, be-
cause certainly we were fed exceedingly well.
All were very kind to the representatives of
this State. I went to Smithfield and saw
miles of meat from Australia, from Argen-
ting and from all over the world. OQOur meat
appeared to me to be quite as good as that
from Argentine, although it did net look
8o well, in consequence of having tra-
velled so much further. In that market they
sell not only beef, but mutton, pork and meat
of all sorts. They sell the meat at a very
low rate, but by the time it reaches the con-
sumer the price is vastly different. I was
told that Australian meat brings as much as
1s. 10&. per Ib. retail. We onght to Jook into
this question of marketing. It would pay us
well to send Home a trained man to get
behind the wmethod of selling. Our apples
are equal to anything sent into England,
although I am afraid some of them lose their
identity and probably are sold as English
apples. Our pears were selling for as much
ag 1s. each. It was quite evident to wme that
we require to know all absut the methods of
sale. When the traders there said to Lord
Leverhulme, “We won't buy your figh,”’ he
said, ' Very well, 1 will buy a shop and sell
my own fish.”’ And he did. We require to
have this question of marketing thoroughly
investigated. We ought to send to London
a vast quantity of produce. When food is
dear at home, ships bound for Australia
ought to leave England with only sufficient
food to last them to Colombe, where they
could load wp with Australian stuff; and on
their return from Australia they should take
enough foodstuffs to last them to Kngland.
They would do it if they had the storage
facilities and could get the quantity they ve-
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quire. In India, too, there is an illimitable
market at good prices. We onght to see
whether we cannot get on to that market.
What we want is a man able to get behind
the whole question of sale from the whole-
sale places to the retailler, in order that we
might know just where we stand. Of course
at our distance it is most difficult to satis-
faetorily handle the question. I am sure it
would be well worth our while to cxpleit
those markets. Naturally I attended many
functions and met many people, including
the Prime Minister, the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, and Colonel Amery. Sir
Jeseph Cook was very useful to me, and of
vourse our own Agent General was exceed-
ingly good. T had an interesting time, and
the trip ought te show some results to the
Btate, for 1 was given cvery opportunity to
accomplish my togk, Had T possessed the elo-
quence of the member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Watker) I should have done it much better.
However, I told in my own way a plain tale
of the possibilities of the State, from the
North-West to the South-West, and I did it
ns well as [ could. .\ question of the utmost
interest was that of our sinking fund. I say
‘“our sinking fund,’’ because it is our fund
our methods of paying our debts, We set
aside year by year a certain sum for invest-
ments with the object of redeeming our loans
on matunrity. The sinking fund trustees are
really the London and Westminster Bank.
We must, of course, keep faith. But T
pointed out to the trustees that we meed do
o more than furnish enough to cover the
loans at maturity, a proposition to which
they agreed. [ found we bhad been paying
very much more; at least the funds were
accomulating at a much more rapid rate
than was neeessary. The Goldfields Water
Supply loan was the only one I really dealt
with, because it did not occur to me in the
carlier stages, not until I got a grip of the
situation, that the simplest and hest thing
to do was to put on an expert to sec how
each loan stood. If the sinking fund of the
Goldfields Water Supply loan is in the happy
condition we know it to be in, then obvi-
ously the other leans must be in precisely
the same condition. When a sinking fund is
established we figure out that it will take
so much per cent. to cover the loan at ma-
turity, That percentage is put aside for in-
vestment, and we re-invest the interest eol-
lected on it from gear to wvear. Therefore
over a long term of years it does not take a
very large amount to cover the loan, Our
ealeulations, too, in those days may have
been wrong. I think they were; I think the
ratec was too high for the term of years. The
interest on our investments certainly has been
very much higher than was then expected, for
no onc could possibly say how much would be
earned by our contributions fo the sinking
fund. Fortunately for the sinking fund, un-
fortunately for the world, the rates have
been very much higher than was ever ex-
peeted; and the money earned through those
higher rateg has been re-invested again over
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a long term of years, and s¢ we have got
more than is aetually needed.

Mr. Lutey: Is it invested
steck?

The PREMIER: Yes. If you set out to
get three per cent. and you actually get five,
¥ou pot only make the two per cent., but you
re-invest it together with the three per cent.,
and so over 20 or 30 years it means a very
great smn of money added to the sinking
fund. Then there is the interest arrange-
ment in regard to inseribed stock purchases.
I do not think we should ever put those pur-
chases on the market again, beeause the term
is fixed and, of course, they have to go to
the full limit of the term. If we had to
Lorrow mouney to pay off a loan we ought to
borrow new money aml cancel some of the
stock. It would pay ws very much hetter,
and we could make the term {o suit us. Tt
would be bad to resell this stock to the mar-
ket. If we had made a million of money on
the purehase of our stock and continued to pay
sinking fund on the face value of the stoel,
we should be conilributing to the sinking fund
a million which it was never intended we
shonld coutribute. The sinking fund has
had these contributions for yenrs, Put it
this way: They have invested, say, seven
millions of sinking fund generally, and we
are (drawing interest on eight millions. Obvi-
ovsly the interest on the cight millions is un-
necessary to the sinking fund. And apain
that interest is invested, and so it goes on,
with the resnlt that we know we have con-
tributed £600,000 too much on the Goldfields
Water Supply fund. And T hepe that other
loans will be found to he in the same posi-
tion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That will make up
for the loans against which no sinking fund
iz provided.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is in-
correet beeause this is not a general sinking
fund bnt a sinking fund specially applied to
each loan. I admit that the State is s¢ mueh
better off, becanse the taxpayers have heen
paying more than they sheuld. T do not
know that the sinking fund is of any ad-
vantage to us in London. Some of the other
States are abhle to raise money on equally
good terms, particularly those States which
ar¢ hetter known in London and they have
no sinking fund. We cannot ecancel the
stocks, but is there any scnse in continuing
to pay interest on this money? I consider
there is not, and T hope that the trustees, as
soon as they go inte the matter, will agree
with me. I expcet to receive a letter from
them by the next mail. Our sinking fund at
the 30th June, 1921, amounted to £7.641,564,
and at the 30th June of this year it stood at

in our own

£8,3470,160. The inerease for the year was
£782,596. 'We purchased stocks for ap-
proximately £38,200000 at a cost of

£7,270,000, thus showing an advantage tn
the State of £1,020,000. The interest on this
£1,020,000, at an average rate of 314 per
cent,, would be £35,700. The average in-
terest we are paying is rather more than that,
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s0 that we shoold receive this amount in
addition. The £35,700, in my opinion, is an
unnecessary contribution to the sinking fund,
anel I say this realizsing to the full that we
must keep faith with our crediters, A loan
was raised for the purchase of the Great
Houthern Railway awmounting to £1,100,000,
1t was issued for a term of 40 years with a
sinkimgr fund contribution of 114 per cent.
This provides a fair illustration of what may
happen with regard to other sinking funds.
The aupual contribution is £16,500 and this,
invested at an average of 3% per cent.—not
at current rates—would produee the total
amount of the debt in 33 years without dis-
counts. Yet, in the first place, we undertook
to contribute sinking fund for a period of
40 vears, o that we provided for a term of
five years longer than wnas necessary when
we set out to gather in the amount required
to redeem this loan.

Hon. P. Collier: There must have been
some poor mathematicians in Western Aus-
tralia in those days.

The PREMIER: The amount of the sink-
ing fund was probably ealeulated in London.

Mr. Willeack: But the interest at that
time would be only 3 to 3% per cent. and
woull acconnt for that.

The PREMIER: The interest works ont at
about £3 125, We hold stocks in this fund
alone showing a gain in discounts to date of
£55,000, which in turn is producing approxi-
mately £3,000 additional contribution toe the
sinking fund eaeh year and, in my opinion,
unnecessarily. Each year that additioral
£3,000 ja invested, and is earning further
n:eney. Now let us take the goldfields water
scheme loan as an illustration of what has
happened. The loan was £2 500,000, maturing
in 1927, The sinking fund now amounts to
£2,462,817, We hold poldficlds water scheme
stock to the valve of £783,000. This is apart
from other stock of our own that we hold to
the value of £1,679,817. This year we shall
not require to pay interest on the stock we
hold, or contribute any sinking fund. As the
intevest on the £783,000 worth of stock held
amounts to €23487 a year, we shall redeem
the remaining £100,000 during the next five
xvears on the contributions we have heen mak-
irg. When this deht is paid and the fund is
wound up we shall have, so far as I can see,
a considerable sum, amounting to many
thousands of pounds, over and above the
2,500,000 borrowed. For vears we have
been writing to London endeavouring to get
an abatement of this sinking fund, but we
have always met with refusal. When I
pointed ont to the genmeral manager and trus-
tee that we should not be asked to do more
than meet our oblipations, he readily agreed
and se, for this year, we have relief to that
extent,

Mr. Munsie: T heard one of your colleagues
say on a previous oceasion when a similar
conrse was suggested that it would amount
to repudiation.

The PREMTER: It is not a matter of re-
pudiation. Tt is known that this amount is
unnecessary.
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Mr. Mungie: So it was then,

The PREMI[ER: No, it was not.

Mr. Willcock: You have only just dis-
covered it?

The Minister for Mines: My proposal was
to suspend payments to the sinking fund
during the wazr. -

Hon. P. Collier: That should have been
done—all sinking funds,

The PREMIER: Members wiil realise that
the inquiry resolved itself into a very simple
one, heeanse it became a matter for the actu-
ary. The actuary is working on it now, and
I hope that the result of his investigations
will be satisfactory to this State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Was not the objec-
tion previously that it might affect us om
the money market in future if we departed
from the guarantee given in the prospectus?

The PREMIER: So it would if we acted
withont consulting the trustees, but if they
agree to grant this relief because further
contributions are wunnecessary, it will be
quite a different thing. ’

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That was the objee-
tion hefore, anyhow.

The PREMIER: I know that £100,000 is
unnecessary and I know that another £30,000
is unnecessary and I know that a great deal
more than is neccssary has been contributed
to our sinking funds, apart from those two
amounts. The holders of the stock do not
cure a jot. I have already remarked that
soma of the other States, particularly Vie-
toria, have been able to borrow on better
terms than Western Australia, The reason
iz that they are better known. A lot of
the rich men of Vietoria have businesses in
London, and consequently Victoria is better
known in London. The total amount of the
sinking funds of the whele of the Australian
States on the 30th .June, 1921, was
£12,875,405. Western Australia’s sinking
fuonds a2mounted to £7,641,564, leaving be-
tween all the other States sinking funds
amounting to only £5,233,841 on their
enormous indebtedness, During the year
ended the 30th June, 1921, the in-
ecrease in the total of the sinking
funds of all the States was £706,297, where-
as the increase in ours alone was £792,738,
Therefore there was a decrease of £86,500 in
the sinking funds of the other States during
that year. In some of the other States, T
believe, they have control over their sinking
funds, and are not bound down hard and
fast by unalterable rules like the laws of the
Medes and the Persians. When the member
for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Ang-
win) talks about bankruptey staring us in
the face—o

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I said if we were
not cautious.

The PREMIER: And says that other States
including Victoria are doing so well, I would
tell him that the only State which had a
better cash result than Western Australia
lagt year was Vietoria, and there it was only
about £30,000 better. It is true that we had
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a deficit for 1920-21 of £686,000, but our
sinking fund increased by £800,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is not due to
the Government of the State, but to the con-
ditions which have been laid down. It is
one of our virtues of which we have boasted.

The PREMIER: I amn not defending the
deficit by these means. I merely wish to
peint out what the other States are doing in
order to achieve their results.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: But the point was
never raised until you got into your present
difficulty.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member was
not equal to the occasion when he was in
office, that i3 not my fault. It is good for
our credit that this should be known. Why
should we hide ocur light under a bushel§ I
do not say that any particolar Government is
deserving of eredit for having contributed
this money during the last 10 years, but the
fact remains that we have contributed a good
deal of it., It is the people’s sinking fund
and the people’s money. Although Mr. Love-
kin, in another place, might put a different
complexion upon it, that is the eorreet one
and the true position. I repeat that I am
not using this information to defend the eash
result of last year’s operations. I am de-
fending the credit of the people of this
State, and the hon. member cannot charge
me with being wrong when I do that, No
State in the Commonwealth, with the single
exception of Victoria, had a cash result equal
to that of Western Australia Jast year.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: It would not have
been so if the Government had had the money
to handle. The sinking fund would have been
as bad as the other funds.

The PREMIER: Almost the whole of the
contributions to the sinking fund come from
the State, because our securities carry inter-
est and we pay interest on those securities;
but we really hold in the sinking fund our
own securities on our own account for the
redemption of our debts. Having said so
much in the interests of the credit of the
State, I wish now to explain why the revenus
last year fell short of my estimate.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It is not for the credit
of the State, but in defence of the deficit
that you have advanced those arguments,

The PREMIER: The hon. member may
aay that, but I will leave another place to
deal with him,

Hon. P. Collier: Of course, the sinking fund
is nothing mew. We are pursuing the same
methods of financing the State’s affairs to-
day as have been pursned all along.

The PREMIER: I do not deny that. It
would be a good thing if we had not eatab-
lighed a sinking fund. It is not a bit of
good. We invest our money on works which
are maintained at an ever increasing stand-
ard—I refer to our railways and other works,
In dealing with the finances for last year, L
do not intend to give a lot of figures.

Mr. Underwood: Not when you ¢ome to the
defieit,

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: This House was largely
responsible for my estimate of revenue not
being reached. The deficit for the year was
£161,455 more than was anticipated. We
received £143,808 less revenue, which was
largely due to this House having shelved the
Licensing Bill.

Mr. Heron: One of your own supporters
was reaponsible for that.

The PREMIER: There will be an oppor-
tunity for the House to correet that error
this year., The Licensing Bill is not a party
measure.

My, Underwood: We will not correct it.

The PREMIER: Members will have an
apportunity of correcting the error they made
last year. I must also remind members that
the late passing of the taxation measures
led to a considerahble shortage in the collee-
tion of taxes,

Hon. P. Collier: Its inelusion in your
Bondget made your figures look more favoeur-
able for the time being, although you knew
you would never get it.

The PREMIER: That is an ungenerous

statetnent. The hon, member was the only
member in the House who knew I would not
get it.

Hon. P. Collier: You did not take it

seriously yourself.

The PREMIER: Did I not? In anticipa-
tion of its being passed, I became a total
abstainer like the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin}. It is not
right to say I did not expect to get the
money. I did expeet to get the Bill through,
Tt was a perfectly good and reasonable mes-
sure, In England wmuch higher licensing
taxes have to be paid than in Australia, and
the Commonwealth Government alone draw
well over £600,000 a year from the trade in
this State.

Hon. P. Collier: The Premier got through
the scecond reading of the Bill but did not
make an attempt to get it through Commit-
tee.

The PREMIER: Of course I did, but the
House referred the Bill to a select committee.
Let us be fair about it. I did expeet to get
it through but the Leader of the Opposition
knew I would not do so. It was the only
time he behaved really unkindly in not tell-
ing me what be know.

Hon. P. Collier: You threw up the sponge
without going inte Committee.

The PREMIER: No sponge was used; at
all events it would have, been a dry one.
Those two things accounted for a consider-
able shortage in the revenue, The expendi-
ture was £17,652 greater than estimated um-
der all heads. The revenue estimate was a
very aceurate one, seeing that the two mil-
lion pounds earned by the Railway Depart-
ment are included in the total revenne. I do
not think anvone can say that the estimate
was not a fairly close one. We bave also
given increases to civil servants, teachers,
ete., as the result of the appeals before the
Appeal Court, and made other payments
which were not anticipated.
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Mr. Willeock: The cost of commodities
has been eoming down, and that would coun-
terbalance the other.

The PREMIER: Oh yes, the cost of com-
modities is coming down, but salaries bave
gone up.

Mr. Marshall: Wages are coming down.
They eame down 3s. & day for a start in one
smack.

The PREMIER: I am explaining why we
did not get the revenue we anticipated and
why we spent more than we had expected.

Hon, P. Collier: This is the sixth year of
explanation.

The PREMIER: The houn. member and
his party made it for five and a half years,
If he had bhis way he would be making it
still.

Mr. Marshall: ‘The Premier has not ecased
yet. \

The PREMIER: And T shall not cease for
some time. The loss on public ntilities was
£565,000. In common with other members,
I regret that public utilitiecs do not balance,
We cannot make them do so by taxation. I
do not see how we c¢an make good the bal-
ance by increased charges over our railways,
which represent the principal culprit. But
by some means or other these public utilities
must balance,

Mr. Pickering: Mr. Stead has made a few
suggestions.

The PREMIER: Once the railways did
pay. The decrease in gold production has
certainly landed us in a worse position. We
now have hundreds of miles of railway
through goldfields that are not in very active
operation. They may, however, revive later.
I hope the recent discoveries om the Mur-
chisen will lead to a greater use of those
railways and to more traflic being provided
for them.

Mr. Marshall: I am pretty sure of that
from what I have seen.

The PREMIER: I told the House that
salaries really amovnted to a very small por-
tion of our expenditure. If we did rednce
zalaries it would not represent very much.
Some people think we spend millions in sala-
ries but that is not so. We provide many
free serviees, such as edacation, medical,
kealth, charitics, and many others. Thess
free services inerease in cost from time to
time. The member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker) may be held responsible for some of
the expenditure on cducation. He set going
a new system which is growing all the time.
If T had my way that system would be suffi-
cient to accommodate not only the children
at present in the State but twice that num-
ber. The more ¢hildren we have the more ex-
pense we must incur, and the better the sys-
tem the more expensive it is. Ours is a very
good system,

Hon. P. Collier: Has an inspector yet
Jbeen arpointed to deal with the ingrowing
toe nails of children? I hear that this is so.

The PREMIER: I have not heard about
it, ot I understand the memher for Kan-
owna proposed to have an inspection of chil-
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dren by medical officers. He certainly helped
to build up a system of education of which
this ecountry shouvld be proud. We shall see
the result of it before long. It wili certainly
produce its full value. The children are
bright and as intelligent as any children in
the world, and the svstem iz a fine one.

Hen, P. Cellier: Being ours they must be
bright children.

The PREMIER: I am afraid mine are
too old now. The advantages of the system
are already becoming manifest. I wish now
to deal with the question of immigration. I
have herc a copy of the speech delivered by
a member of the Upper House, which I will
deal with later. I am going to devote a
special paragraph to that speech.

Hon. P. Collier: It was an execcllent speech.

The PREMIER: I hope my speech will
be published and sent to my vonstituents. I
am sure that will be done because the gentle-
man in question is a generous man. The
figures have net been understood. We pro-
pose te bring here 75,000 souls ecomprising
men, women and children, not 75,000 farmera.
Of this number, 6,000 will be settlers on the
land, If it had not been for the fact that
our own people are again desirous of hecom-
ing farmers we should have had to bring in
more than 6,000 people. Tortunately for the
State and our own workers, they are willing
to go upon the land.

Mr. Heron: There is nothing else for them
to do.

Mr. Willcock: They cannot get the land.

The PREMIER: I will get the hon. mem-
ber all the blocks he can take to-morrow, but
of course I cannot get them in someone
else’s backyard. Our owmn people are aceli-
matised and know how to work. They have
had an experience that is valuable to them
and of assistance to them as scttlers. I am
glad they want to go on the land. This faet
has réndered it unnecessary, as we thought
we should have to do three years ago, to
bring in a large mumber of people to go
on the land. We, thercfore, require to bring
in fewer people for this purpose, some of
whom will be people who will work on the
land. We cannot have a lot of new settlera
without having some new workers te assist
them. TIn Australia in 1911 there were, accord-
ing to the census, 570,000 primary producers
out of a population of 4% millions, a pro-
portion of one to cight. This proportion will
now be pgreater by virtue of developmental
public works, and alse because soil produec-
tion creates transport and other work fo a
large extent, to a greater extent than gold,
which can be transported in small parcels.
In 1911 pold mining in this State carried the
greater part of the wealth produetion, We
are now producing from the land much the
greater bulk of our production. It is heavier
to handle, heavier to market, to ship and
transport. We are also producing far more
in the way of wealth than we did, notwith-
standing the fall in the produetion of gold.
This shows us how muech more labour is re-
quired in dealing with soil production than
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with the more valuable commedity, gold. In
1919 there were in this State 15,000 land
holders out of a population of 330,000, re-
presenting 22 people in the State per holding.

Hon. P. Collier: What is the definition of
a land holder? Would that embrace all
holders?

The PREMIER: It means 15,000 farmers,
each holding his own block.

Hon, P. Collier: Any kind of farmert

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: Does it include market
gardeners? .

The PREMIER: It ircludes all people who
made their living on the land in 1919, I
think there are not more than twice that
pumber in South Australia, and there are
only 750,000 in the whole Commonwealth.
The proportion should rise here to one to 10,
as 6,000 gettlers mean 60,000 souls in other
avoeations. The wives and children make up
the balance to be absorbed. Perhaps we do
not reatise how different the work connected
with agricultural production is from the other
work we do. We have an vndertaking from
Mr. Hughes, and from the Imperial Govern-
ment:

Hon. P. Collier: Be sure and get it in
writing from Mr. Hughes.

The PREMIER: The agreement has to be
sent out from England,

Houn, P, Collier: In the mecantime get it in
writing from Mr. Hughes,

The PREMIER: In January of last year
I attended the Premiers’ conference in Mel-
bourne, and Mr. Hughes agreed to help us
in this finanecial scheme. The Federal Gov-
ernment should do so beeause they get all the
indirect taxation. On the first day that a
man lands in this State and drinks a glass
of heer or tea he pays something to the Fed-
eral Government 1 pointed this out, angd said
that of course we eould not afford the cost
of the money required, certainly not in the
early stages; and so0 the Commonwealth
agreed to help. 1 then went—TI believe with
the approval of this House and of the people
of this conntry—to consult the Tmperial Gov-
ernment. After a good deal of argument they
agreed to come in, and whilst T was in Eng-
land the British Parliament passed the Em-
pire Settlement Act, giving the British Gov-
ernment the right to help, thongh the amount
to be spent during this year is only £1,500,000,
and for the mext 15 years will be £3,000,000
per annum. I thought we had better get in
early, and ¥ may say that ours was the first
immigration scheme submitted. At one time
we bronght people to this conatry by paying
their passages. 'We are relieved under this
scheme of paying any of the costs of trans-
porting people from the old land, and that
means a big saving, a saving of a million
of money as compared with the old aystem.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: I saw a cable in the
Press stating that each Government had to
pay one-third. That cable must have been
wrong.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The PREMIER: That cable was wrong., It
is intended to utilise the immigration for the
development of our South-West, and partico-
larly for the settlement of land between the
coast and 8 line drawn from Bonbury to
Albany. The Commonwealth Government are
to raise the loans. They can usually raise
money at a point better than we can, and we
shall have to pay only what they pay. The
State Government are to abserb 75,000 immi-
grants and establish 6,000 of them on farms,
in retorn for the loan of £6,000,000. The
Federal and Imperial Governments will con-
tribute one-third of the interest for five
years from the date of raising the loan, up
to an aggregate of £6,000,000. That is to
say, if to-morrow we raige £5,000,000, we get
two-thirds of the interest from the British
and Federal Governments for the next five
years, and if we raise say £5,000,000 of the
amount five years hence, we shall get two-
thirds of the interest from those Governments
for five years from that date. Caleulated at
€ per cent., this represents a contribution of
£1,200,000 to the State which the State
has always paid wp to mnow. The
£1,200,000 will be contributed by the
Imperial and Commonwealth Governments
in equal parts. Adding that £1,200,000 to the
£1,000,000 saved in fares, we have a total
saving on these immigrants of £2,200,000—
no inconsiderable sum. Without thia assist-
ance we could not have embarked on any
large schemc of immigration. If the full
73,000 people do not come herg within five
years, or 6,000 men are mnot seitled
here within that period, the contribu-
tions from the British and- Commonwealth
Governments will be abated proportion-
ately to the shortage. That is provided
for in clause 4 of the agreement. With.
out that provision, suppesc we had bronght
in 74,000 people, the other Governments eould
have said, ‘*We will not pay you aaything;
yon have failed in vour contract.’’ The in-
gertion of clause 4 makes us quite safe if we
are not able to secure the full number of
immigrants. We have agreed to see, so far
as we can, that the immigrants reccive fair
treatment in private employment. That mat-
ter was mentioned last night. I believe the
immigrants are treated fairly by 99 per cent,
of our people. There are, unfortunately, some
who do not treat anybody fairly, immigrant
or Australian or anything else; but there are
very few of them, I think. Whilst it is not
right to reason on individual cases, I should
like to mention that I heard of an immigrant
who went on a farm at £1 a weck, and wad
so good with horses that in a very little
while he got £3 per week. The member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) will be able to tell the
Committee about that case.

Mr. Willeock: What do you think a fair
rate for an immigrant? T want the Goverp-
ment to express an opinion.

The PREMIER: I do not think that in
any oceupation a man can be paid more than
he ean earn.

Hon. P. Collier: That is no information,



[3 AveusT, 1922.]

The PREMIER: I do oot know what the
wember for Geraldton (Mr. Willcock) would
be worth on a farm. He may be an experi-
enced farmer. Omne would want to kuow.

Hon. P. Collier: Assuming that these im-
migrants are all inexperieneed, what are they
worth?

The PREMIER: I do not know.
they soon become worth a good deal. When
it vomes to employment, the Arbitration
Court awards fix the rates in most instances.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What did you say in
England when you were asked about Aus-
tralian wages?

The PREMIER:

Mr. Willeock:
give some idea.

Mr. SPEAKER:
has passed.

The PREMIER: Many of the immigrants
are making 8 good deal of ‘money. Some of
them at the end of two years have been able
to make a trip to the Old Country on their
savings. I do not know, of course, every in-
dividual employer in the State; but I believe
that the people of Western Australia are
disposed to be fair to everybody.

Mr. Willeock: There must be some gen-
eral rate, somewhere near the mark,

The PREMIER: The bhon. member seems
to know more about ‘he general rate in farm-
ing than about the wharf at Geraldton.

Mr. Willeock: It is easy to say that kind
of thing.

The PREMIER: I do not want to be per-
sonal to the hon. member, but he gets hold
of two or three ¢uses and maintains that
they are typical of all men coming to this
country. I know how to pay a fair rate for
anvthing I get done, anyhow.

Mr. Willeock: I was not speaking person-
ally at all.

The PREMIER: If these men come ouf
from the city of London to learn their trade
as farmers, they cannot be paid as much az
experienced farm hands, because hon. mem-
bhers opposite will not pay amy morec for
their bread.

Mr. Witleock: Out of the city of London!
That is the class of immigrants we are get-
ting.

The PREMIER: A man who takes a job
can very quickiy become experienced. The
other day I heard of three men who went on
a farm and all quickly became specially good,
with the result that they received good wages.
T was told of that ease Ilast night. Those
men are at Lake Grace.

Ton. W, C. Angwin: Are they men who
will tell the truth at Home?

The PREMIER: I think so.

Hon, W. . Angwin: T doubt whether all
the truth has been told at Home.

The PREMIER : I cannot answer for
everything that is said in England. T do not
know that people in England are always told
the trath, but T know it does happen that
they say they were told something which they
had not been told. Immigrants under this
scheme are to be received and lodged till
placed in conntry emplovment. They are nos

But

Nothing at all.
You ought to be able to

Order! Question time
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to come into the city to compete with other
men, Those who prove most suitable in coun-
try employment are to be settled on the group
system in the South-West. Of course they
nust gain experience before they can be set-
tled. DMembers are familiar with this pro-
vision, because it obtains mow and has been
in operation for years as regards men coming
from the Old Country. We are not prepared
to spend more than £1,000 on any bleck. As
regards the £6,000,000 loan, wo can uwse thig
money to provide employment to some extent,
This is necessary in our ¢ase, because in this
country there is not sufficient employment to
enable us to bring out such a number of
people unless we can provide some work for
them on arrival.

Mr. Mungie: Can you tell us to what ex-
tent the £6,000,000 ean be used for providing
rmployment?

The PREMIER: We are unrestricted.

Mr. Munsie: Are you sure the Prime Min-
ister of the Commonwealth will agree to
that?

The PREMIER: It is part of the arrange-
ment.

Mr, Munsic: When we went to him on a
deputation, he told us he would not agree to
anything of the kind on gny consideration,

The PREMIER: On work in the towus, no.

Mr. Munsie: No; in the country.

The PREMIER: Clearing land?

Mr. Munsie: Yes, to provide work for our
pecple. He distinctly said he would not
agree to it.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member turns
up last Fanuary’s newspapers he will see
provision has been made for that.

Mr. Mungie: But the Prime Minister was
here after that, and he would not agree to
it then.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!
ber must keep order.

The PREMIER: We could double our
wheat production, and that very soon. I con-
sider that we could put another 1,500,000
acres under wheat very quickly. The cost of
doing that wonld probably be £2,250,000. T
will give figures showing that we have never
foond all the money required for the whole
of the period, or even a fraction of it, This
development means work for all sections of
the people, The additional 1,500,000 acres can
he cleared soon, and I will presently show how
many acres there arc to be cleared. The
acreage will be cleared and cropped, and the
crop will be put on a train and sent to Fre-
mantle, and put on a ship and sent away.
That will mean work all round, work for
traders and mechanics and for people en-
gagel in every hranch of industry through-
out the State. If so much work results now
from the growing of wheat on 1,500,000
acres, how much more will result from the
farming of 3,000,000 acres? If so much
work results from the production of 15,000,000
bushels of wheat, how much more will result
from the production of 20,000,000 bushels,
and how much greater still will be the em-
pMoyment provided by the production of
45,000,000 bushels, which latter figure ia

The hon. mem-
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quite possible? We can achieve that produc-
tion of wheat. Last year the value of our
wheat was £3,800,000, the total value of
the BState’s agricultural preduttion being
£8,733,000. Then we must increase the stock
in our holdings by feneing. We must have
fencing material as soon as prieces are reas-
omable. Now, these immigrants can go to
the man on the land and be trained in clear-
ing, The farmer can see that they are pro-
perly treated and that food is taken to them
regularly and that they receive fair value
for their work. It is necessary that we
gbould have increased work for people to do,
and this will be provided by clearing and
feneing  operations, Increased production
will also make work, and in this way there
sliould bhe continuity of work. The control
of all money advanced for the making of
these farms will be in the hands of the trus-
tees of the Agricultural Bank, all of whom
are experienced and capable men. They have
the organisation and they know the right
methods to adopt, and the work they will he
ealled upen to perform will be that of merely
contipning on a higger scale the work of the
past.

Mz¢. Munsie: That is with regard to wheat
land.

The PREMIER: All the lands of the State,

Hon. P. Collier: Under the Agricultural
Bank Act?

The PREMIER: Yes. For the moment it
is done by a charge agarinst the Land Improve-
ment Loan Fund, but that is transferred sub-
sequently to the Agrieulteral Bank. We
cannot make a charge against these
farmg until the gettler ia in occupation,
and s0 we have to do it under the
Land Improvement Loan Fund, and in the
end it goes to the Apgricnltural Bank, I do
not think we can have any better system, and
I do not know that there are any more ex-
rerienced men than the trustees of the Agri.
eultural Bank. Certainly there is no better
general manager for an undertaking of this
kind than Mr. MecLarty.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who are the trustees?

The PREMIER: Mr. Cooke, Mr. Richard-
sen, and Mr, McLarty.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The primary pro-
dneers have not much faith in them.

The PREMIER: XNeither have they much
faith in you or me. If they are wrong about
ug, eanngt they be wrong about the trustees?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I ean get along very
well with them.

The PREMIER: I wish to emphasise that
this money will be outside Ministerial eon-
trol. The settlements of course will be under
the grovp system. The duty of the Lands
Department will be to provide the land and
survey it into blocks. That is a simple task,
but it demands a knowledge of the land and
requiress keen interest and energy. This is
what the Lands Department have always been
engaged upon, and they should be entrusted
to carry out their share of the work expe-
ditiously.

My, Munsie: They are not working too ex-
peditiously just now.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: There are several groups
ready now, but it is very difficalt to get
acress the roads to send these people out.
One hundred have just gone out to complete
the groups already settled.

Mr. Mupsie: Have you got that 10,000
acres from the Forests Department?

The PREMIER: I will tell the hon. mem-
her about that some other time. The 6,000
farms under the Imperial arrangement will
all be in the South-West. We want the wheat
lands for our own people. Every acre of
the wheat lands we have ecould be taken up
by to-morrow if only the land were surveyed.
At the present time we are working at Bus-
selton, Bridgetown, and Albany, and during
the coming summer it should be possible to
secure 20 blocks per weck in each centre.
That will give us far more blocks than we
shall want. Whilst on this subjeet I would
like to mention that the experiments which
have been carried out at Albany are showing
splendid results, and it should be possible
there to make available a considerable area.
That, too, will be a cheap settlement, in fact
the cheapest we have ever had. It will be
much cheaper becanse the machinery needed
for the small blocks®of land will be much
less than that required for a larger one, and
the atock will cost less. I should say it would
be possible to settle people on the land in
these parts for just ahout the cost of imple-
ments and horses on a decent sized wheat
farm, where the high protective tariff and
other charges have to be taken into considera-
tion. With regard to land adjacent to rail-
wavs, the Government have purchased con-
siderable areas, but if Parliament agrees to
pass the Closer Settlement Bill

Mr. Marshall: What about a tax on the
snimproved values?

Mr, Mungic: The Clogser Settlement Bill
will need to be a bit more drastic than the
one which was introduced last session.

The PREMIER: I hope both Houses will
rass the Bill this session. There are many
estates close to the railway in the South-
West.  Many members are of the opinion
that there is & great deal of good land lying
idle in the York district. I can assure mem-
hers that there is very little land in that dis-
trict which is not being utilised, except land
that is not fit for eultivation. Take the land
in the white gum hills between York and
Northam. You could not expect people to go
there. I do not know where the rich land is.
I mention this to show that settlement wili
be in the South-West and that it will be well
away from the wheat lands.

Hon. P. Collier: The settlement will be
well away from the large estates.

The PREMIER: There are very few large
esates in this country.

Mr. Heron: There are one or two around
the Avon Valley which are not being worked.

The PREMIER: I thought there was land
available there, but there is not. With re-
gard to the interest on the six millions whieh
is to be advanced, the State will not pay it;
it will be the borrowers who will pay it.
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Hon. W. C. Amngwin: That all depends,
You will have to pay it for five years.

The PREMIER: The public will have the
indirect gain. Our railways must be made
to pay; all drainage works which will be
carried out will have to pay. Someone said
that State schools must be provided. Of
course they must be provided. Is the settler
of no advantage to the State? Of course he
is. 'There will he great all round advantage
to the State. Every man working for the
State i3 of advantage to it, in that he con-
tributes to the revenue in one way or an-
-other. I have told thc House that we are to
get six millions of money, that we are to
settle 6,000 farmers, and reccive 75,000
people, and that we are to pay one-third of
the interest for five years,

Hou. W. C. Angwin: I do not know how
you are going to provide for 6,000 farmers
with that money.

The PREMIER: How have we scttled
8,000 men at an average of £350 each to
date? We must expend money on the rapid
development of the wheat belt to make con-
tinnous work. The money which we will
receeive under the Imperial arrangement will
be advanced to individual farmers and they
will repay earlier than usual where 600 aeres
are already cleared. They will pay interest,
which wiil be available for use in the first
five years. We must make farmers of the
6,000 migrants, ¢osting anything we like, but
not more than £1,000. I do not think it will
be necessary to add very much to that.

Mr, Munsie: At what rate of interest are
we to get the money?

The PREMIEE: It all depends upon the
¢ost of money at the moment, T have based
the cost on six per eent. interest for the sake
of my argument to-night. We will get all
the money that we want. If we want more,
it will come from the funds of the Agricul-
tural Bank, No one would dream of asking
for more than £6,000,000 for the purpose of
settling 6,000 people. Neither would one
dream of asking people to come here unmless
we could settle them on the land with ad-
vantage,

Mr. Underwood: Could you havée got more
money, if you had Qreamt of it?

The PREMIER: That is a very foolish
remark, The arrangement arrived at snits us
and will suit the people, too. We must make
farmers of the people who come out. I need
not say much more about this proposal. I
think I have explained it fully, except to say
that T hope the Agricultural Bank will in-
vest, say, £5,000,000, if not more. The bank
may spend £2,000,000 on clearing, in addition
to work done out of ordinary funds. They
must do this, so that the men who come fo
Western Australia will not displace those who
are already here; rather will they make work
for those who are here. We must find houses
for the people who are to come out, for we
cannot ask people to migrate unless we are
able to house them. To-day we are building
houses for workers in the country in the hope
that they will be encouraged to stay in the
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country districts and not gravitate towards
the towns. The funds of the Agricultural
Bank must be used to establish the 6,000
men. I have informed hon. members how
much the bank has done in the past. To-day
there are 8,000 men on the books of the
bank, and the cutstanding money advanced
to those people totals £2,798,000. The men
who went into the country distriets years ago
did their work for themselves to a large ex-
tent and were therefore able to do it at a
less cost than we have to face to-day. Our
own men on the wheat lands ean do the neces-
sary work at a less cost than is represented
by the actual value of the work. For that
reason, the advances to those people have been
low. Regarding the soldier settlement scheme,
we have advanced £4,611,000 to 4,600 soldiers.
Those men, however, have been settied under
a totally different scheme, They are fur-
nished with much more than is the average
civilian settler. Their farms are properly
equinped straight away, including stock and
housing. When they go on their farms, the
properties are in perfect going-order. Some
hon. member raised a query regarding the
operations of the Industries Assistance Board.
The amount owing to the board is now
£1,413,000.

_The Minister for Agriculture: That does
not incinde some of the latest advances.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: And they gave so
nmich per bushel for their wheat.

The PREMIER: I have spoken regarding
the development of land adjacent to railways,
and T am sure T will hear more about that
aspect before the Address-in-reply debate is
concluded. T think there is additional land
to be secured adjacent to railways. There
are some railways necessary for the opening
up of the South-West. The line from Pem-
berton to Denmark will open up some splen-
did land. That area has a magnificent eclim-
ate; it is well watered, and is country as
good as any man can desire to obtain. It
will grow anything exeept, perhaps, cereals.
We will have to faee the building of that
line, and I hope we will find it possible to
huild a line frem Bridgetown to Mt. Barker.
In both instances, these railways will be
partly timber lines, and they shounld earn a
considerable revenue when timber becomes
once more valuable as an exportable commod-
ity. There is no need to discuss the South-
West forther, nor to indicate at greater
length what can be done there. Before I
leave that aspect, however, I want to mention
that we shall probably get a good many men
who will eome out with money. Many ap-
plied before T left London, and I certainly
hope that these people will come ont.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You must have the
land ready for them or they will go away.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have re-
purchased properties.

The PREMIER: The total area of land
alienated in Western Australia is 9,426,000
aercs.  That represenis frechold country.
Some 8,937,000 acres of first elass land are
held under conditional purchase conditions,
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while 6,457,000 acres are held under grazing
leases. The freehold and conditional pur-
chase areas total over 18,000,000 acres,
though, of course, not all of that land is first
class. We have only cleared 4,681,000 aeres,
and 2912,000 acres have heen partially
cleared.  Surely there must be st least
5,000,000 acres of first class land yet to be
cleared. I simply qumote these figures he-
cause they apply only to land sold, and they
have no connection whatever with the guestion
of land to be sold. During the past five years
the importation of foodstuffs from the East-
ern States, excluding sugar, has averaged
£1,845,000. Last year we imported food-
stuffs to the value of £2,080,000. Practically
every item included in the list could have
been produced in Western Auvstralia.

Mr. Teeadale: More shame to the State!

The PREMIER: That is so, but there are
the facts. It will be seen that 6,000 people
would be well off if they could, within the
first few years, produce the foodstuffs to the
value of the importations from the Eastern
States alome. If they succeeded in doing that,
they wonld not even reguire to look forther
for & market.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is only one
chauce in the world.

The PREMIER: What is that?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Start opposition
works to compete against the manufactories
in the Eastern States.

The Minister for Agriculture: The trouble
is that we cannot get people to support local
industries,

The PREMIER: That is so. There are
many people here who persist in keeping the
imported stuff on the warket and continue
to encourage that state of affairs.

The Minister for Agriculture: The
ported lines are no better than our own.

The PREMIER: Our potato growers were
confronted with difficultics despite the fact
that bad potatoes were sent from the East to
Western Australia. Another direction in
which great oppertunities are available for
Western Australian producers lies in the de-
velopment of the vine-growing industry. In
1421 Britain imported raisins and currants
aggregating 169,000 tons, which represents
five times the total produetion of Australiz,
Australian currants are most fashionable in
Loendon at present. We know that Great
Britain is the only European power capable
of drawing from her Dominions all her re-
quirements in wines, brandy, dried fruits,
and fresh grapes. Tn fact, Great Britain
conld take all the food supplies that could
be produced in Australia.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: That is, if they get
the merchants to agree to it. The merchants
want the Tines that will bring them the big-
gest profits.

The PREMIFER: The area of ecountry
proved to be suitable for the grape vine,
hoth a= regards soil and climate, is larger
in Australia than it is in France or else-
where. Every acre of wine prapes in West-
ern Anstralia maintains one head of the

im-
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population. It is interesting to note thai in
1920 there were in South Australia 32,784
acres umler vines; in Viectoria, there were
27,441 acres; in New South Wales, there
were 8,923 acres; in Western Aaustralia,
there were 2,975 acres—it is estimated that
there were 4,000 acres under vines in 1921—
anl in Queensland, there were 1,203 acres,
making a total for the Commonwealth of
74,326 aeres under vines. For the same year,
Bouth Australia produced 3,085,939 gallons
o wine from her vineyards; Yietoria pro-
duced 1,644,680 gallons; XNew South Wales,
777,803 gallons; Western Australia, 162,397
gollons, and Queensland, 48,495 gallons, or a
total for the Commonwealth of 7,649,404
gallons,

Iion, W. C. Angwin: Just enough to make
a man dronk.

The PREMIER: ZFrance has 4,000,000
acres under vimes and produces from that
area wines valued at £130,000,000, or £32 10s.
worth per acre. The consumption of liquor
per head of the population in Franee works
out at 32 gallons. As against that, it will
interest the member for North-East Fre-
mautle (Hon, W. C. Angwin) and the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan) to know
that the quantity of wine consumed in Aus-
tralia is only one gallon per head,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Somcone wust drink
my share.

Mr. Munsie: And mine too.

The PREMIER: We imagine that we can
influence the world’s production, but if we
put in 100,000 acres of vines, what influence
do hon. members think thiat would have on
the production of France! 1f, however,
Britain would encourage the Dominions to
produce all it requires, the position would
be different. I think it is just about time
Britain did so, because all the other nations
arc putting up their duties against her. I
do not say that Britain should do so and
put up the cost of living as against the work-
ing people in England, but I consider she
ceuld take from us what she requires at rea-
sonable prices, It is a very clean, pleasant
and profitable oceupation to which I invite
attention.  Vine growing takes but a little
while to learn and I propose that we shall
increase our vine production by putting in
straight away 10,000 acres of vines. T would
like to see the area under vines much greater
than that.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Let us grow ralsing
and eurrants, and not wine.

The PREMIER: T agree with that, but the
vines must be grown,

Mr. Angelo: Why not let them make ginger
heer?

The PREMIER: It is estimated that last
year vinme production gave employment to
3,000 people, and if we increase our acreage
ts the extent I have indicated, it will mean
more employment still. T believe that we
cculd possibly put as many aeres under vinez
a3 they have in France. A vineyard is a very
cheaply-made holding, and produces a good
retarn.
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Sitting sugpended from 6,15 o 7.30 p.m.

The PREMIER: Defore tea I was telling
the House the value of vine growing, I now
want to say a word or two about our apples,
which, in my opinion, are the best in the
world. Last year we had 10,400 acres under
erop, from which we exported 242,000 cases.
In 1920 Tasmania had 25,000 acres, and ex-
ported 525,000 cases. I hope we shall be
able to double our area under apples, becanse
I am anxious that ships should be fully
loaded at our ports for the old land, instead
ot our being compelled to take just what
space the Eastern States leave uvs. Stone
fruits for drying can be grown without irri-
gation sehemes, and men canr make a very
profitable living from those fruits. Aprieots
in particular do well on picked areas. The
Lands Department have dealt with 1,921,616
acres of agrienltural lands doring the
year, as against 1,726,515 acres in 1920-21.
In the Esperance district 275000 acres
have been selected, of which 122,000 aecres
have been surveyed and are available.
This land must be developed rapidly
if the Esperance Northwards railway is to
have anything to do. The land is now ready
for rolling and e¢learing, and I hope thig
work will proceed at a rapid pace.

Hon. T. Walker: Are you going to put
any of the new settlers theref

The PREMIER: We have a number of
our own people for our own wheat lands, and
alrendy 275 settlers are down there or going
there. Mr. Hewby is in charge of the work,
and will see that it is dQome quickly aund
economically, Between Bodallin and South-
ern Cross we are surveying 130,000
acres of forest land. The local people are
most anxious to take it up, and pressure is
being brought to bear upon the trustees of
the Apgricnltural Bank, It is further east
than ever before, but the prospeets of success-
ful wheat growing are very good indeed. At
Westonia 95 blocks, aggregating 100,000
acres, have been nearly all selected, and a
further 60,000 scres are to he made avail-
able. There is adjacent to the line a consider-
able area of land which will grow crops and
carry stock. The wen who are asking for it
know exactly what it will do. Only yester-
day two settlers who have been there for 15
years explained to me what their experience
has been, As a matter of fact, Southern Cross
is one of the very few districts in the State
which are never short of butter. We are clas-
sifying 900,700 acres between Benrcubbin and
Bullfinch, 300,000 neres on the South ecast,
in the vicinity of Ravensthorpe, and 300,000
in the Esperance district to connect cxisting
clagsifications.  Recent classifications have
been made of 200,000 acres between Augusta
and the Donnelly River and between the Black-
wood River and the coast, a good dea) of
which, with drainage, is suitable for sub-
division. Recently 175,000 acres have been
classgified between the Hay and the Denmark
rivers. Last year we clagsified in all 109
million acres. We are beginning to know
more about the land than ever hefore. In
the past hon, members seldom bothered to
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travel, and so very often they got an alto-
gether wrong impression of the country. The
Agricultural Bank has bad the busiest year
since 1914. The authorisations are increas-
ing, mainly for development work. Last week
we authorised £28,000 worth of work, of
which £25,000 was for development, During
the last two weeks advances for clearing
alone have totalled £38,000.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: How far from the
railway line may the improvements be for
which advances are made?

The PREMIER: Up to 123 miles. There
is an enormous aren of land yet to be cleared,
and we are endeavouring to bring it into use.
I gshall be glad if the Bank continues its
authorisations at this rate, because it will
mean specdy production. We have also de-
centralised in the Agricultural Bank. With
about 16,000 accounts in ounc office, it was
impossible to have the work done satisfac-
torily, or to give to clients the attention
which is really necessary, apart altogether
from the collection of interest and sinking
fund on the loans. It is work that must be
closely watched. It cannot be done with the
gtaff we previously had, and so we have set
up branches of the bank. This ought to be
of great convenience, and should save the
delays and bother entailed by correspondence.
Generally it will help us’in the administra-
tion. The collection of interest on eight mil-
lions and the repayments under the various
Acts, mean work that ought to be closely
watched.

Mr. Johnston: It is a great improvement
in every way.

The PREMIER: I wonder if it would be
better still if we handed it over to Narrogin?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Have yon opencd a
branch at Narrogin%

The PREMIER: There are branches at
Northam, DNarrogin, Bunbury, Geraldton,
Katanning, Bruce Rock, and Xunuuoppin.
We have produced wheat as far out as South-
ern Cross. A few years ngo Meckering wag
the eastern limit. Of ecourse wheat grows
much more rapidly now than it did in those
days; still it shows how long we were in
accepting the truth about our wheat lands.
On soldier settlement we have advaneed
£4,600,000, and the Apgricultural Bank has
approved £4,470,000. In all, 4552 ALPF.
men have been settled, 51 British ex-service
men and eight munition workers, This is all

under the soldier settlement scheme, The
average  expenditure is £1,100, which
compares more than favourably with

the other States. In most cases the men
have bigger and better holdings than the
men in the Eastern States. Now I come to
group settlement. I do not want to weary
the Honse with an account of this, becanse
members krow all about it. There are 26
groups. Not all the men are out, but this
week we expect to have the 520 men on their
blocks. The scheme iz now past the experi-
mental stage. We can and must develop
under this system. Near Denmark we shall
be able to settle a lot of men at a compara-
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tively low cost. Up till now, at heavy cost
we have been settling people on the South-
West lJands, the best the State possesses. In
conneetion with this scheme, townships have
to be built, and there is necessarily a great
deal of heavy work. Men. women and child-
ren on the group scttlements number 1,100,
but there are some more families to go out.
We shall double the number of farmers in
that district in a very short time. I wish to
say a word about the North-West. When in
London, I saw the head of the Imperial
Cotton Growers’ Assoctation, and he said it
was most difficult to get an expert who would
be of any use. I agreed with him that only
the best man was good enough fo send out
here. They will send out such & man as soon
as they can get him. I believe we can grow
eotton in the North, and that we can get
white men to tend it.

Mr. Tecsdale: We can grow it in the South,
too.

The PREMIER: The north of the State is
a great country. There is no guestion about
its ability to grow cotton, but we want to be
very certain that we are doing the thing
in the right way. The North is ecapable
of growing almost anything. Well watered,
it i3 an ideal place for sheep and stock.
A great deal can be done there, Whether we
ean do it with British people, T am not pre-
pared to say. The Britisher is an intelli-
gent, capable man, and can adapt himsclf to
the work he is called upon to do,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Tt does not take 12
months to learn to milk a cow.

The PREMIER: The hon., member has
been 30 years in the country and eannot milk
a eow yet. In a very short time immigrants
have made good bushmen, good rough riders,
good workmen, and very useful men all round.

Hon. P. Collier: So long as they are up
to standard.

The PREMIER: The worst immigrant I
have seen was oue of the biggest in stature.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The big ones are not
always the best.

The PREMIER: That is so. These peo-
ple are carefully selected, but it is possible
to make some mistakes. There are men who
ought never to come to Western Australia,
not becanse they are physically unfit, but be-
cause they are not desirable people. On the
whole, I think we are getting a very good
class. We can do no better. We all believe
that Australia must be kept white, and to
keep it white we must encourage immigra-
tion. We are not going to bring out men to
walk the streets and to put our own men out
of their jobs but, with this saving clance,
everyone who is true to the principle of a
white Australia must encourage immigration,
and must do it actively.

Mr. Willcock: There is no active opposi-
tion.

The PREMIER: But I want te see immi-
gration actively encouraged. We cannot hope
to hold this eountry unless we people it, and
it is our duty to people it as quickly as we
can. We are a long way off from Europe,
but we would be in danger if England went
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to war. We must not shut our eyes to the
necessity for being prepared to defend our-
selves if the oceasion should arise. T am
heartily in favour of a white Australia and
nothing eclse, but I am not fool enough to be-
lieve that we can held this country unless we
eccupy it and work it,  We cannot keep it
safe unless we bring people out to occupy it.
I think I bave made c¢lear the matiers re-
lating to the sinking fund. T think T have
given full information regarding the six mil-
lions of money and the opportunities for set-
tlement on the land. The opportunities are
great, No man can tell what opportunities
arc ahead of this State. Every day and all
day long, fresh opportunities are revealing
themselves to us. Things we never dreamt of
doing, land we never dreamt of scttling,
things we never dreamt of growing, we find
ean be dealt with. The opportunity is here.
We realise now that it is so, and it is our
duty to strive to develop these opportunities
into big industries as soon as possible. We
have pottered around long enough. Knowing
that we can do thess things, why not do them
now? There are not enough people to work
for this country. Yf we had more people to
work, there would be more work to do. There
is not much trouble for the man on the land.
The work of production goes on week in and
week out, year in and year oui. Other in-
dustrics have an unfortunate habit of stop-
ping and throwing Jarge numbers of men out
of work. The timber industry and the min-
ing industry have been responsible for throw-
ing hundreds of men out of work. With
agriculture, however, there is always work to
do. Every morning a farmer gets up with a
fall day's work ahead of him,

Hon. P. Collier: And well into the night
teo, if he likes. .

The PREMIER: So it is with the men
employed on the land. Seldem anything hap-
pens to interrupt their employment. The work
goes on year in and year out, and it is about
the best class of work that a man can do,
We hear a good deal about the wages paid by
farmers to their employees. I venture to say
a farm hand on a fairly developed place
is better off than any other worker in the
eommunity. He gets his fruit and eggs and
milk and butter when those commodities are
produced on the farm and, if a married man,
he can grow his own vegetables. For him
there is no hunger; he has no rates and taxes
to pay. He has nothing to pay for except
such food as he does not grow on the farm,
What other man is in that pogition? He
cannot be compared with a man who has to
live on the goldfields and buy all the milk
and butter and eggs and vegetables he re-
quires and pay rates and taxes. The man on
the land also gets cheap meat, and on the
whole he gets a better wage than any other
worker.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Your farming friends
say he does not get all those things.

The PREMIER: I know a great many who
do, and I know that the workers at Fre-
mantle do not get these things. The Leader
of the Opposition referred to the appoint-
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ment of a commitiee to investipate matters
conneeted  with  the  Industrics  Assislance
Board. This inquiry has nothing to do with
the board's udvances. Qutside ereditors have
waited for many years for moncy which was
owing by farmers before the T.ALB, started,
and they waat to know the position of debt-
ors. They want a committee to investigate
and determine the present vahte of the assets
of these debtors.  We only value the clear-
ing, the improvements, il ihe erop. We do
not value the laml. They want to know this,
and I think they are entitled to know it. Tf
a debtor is in a position to pay, he should
pay, but there is a moratorium which pro-
teets the wen uwder the 1LAB. 1t is not
fair that this moeratorinm should continue to
operate year after year if these men can
pay and. will not pay. The proposed investi-
gation will Aetermine this question.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt is not there that
the opposition arises; it is the grant by the
ILAB. to the farmer.

The PREMTER: There is no other com-
mittec.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, there ia.

The PREMTER: 1 thought this was the
eonnittee to which reference was made.

Mr. Wilicoek: No, a local board to recom-
mend advances or otherwise,

The PREMIER: T think ereditors are en-
titled to know just how their debtors stand.

Hon. W. C. Anpwin: I agree with you on
that.

The PREMIER: That is what I under-
stood. I am sorry if 1 misunderatood the
pesition. The Leader of the Opposition
tonched on day lahour,

Hon. P. Collier: Only with the ohject of
congratulating the Government on having
done away with it.

The PREMIER: I think big works should
be earried out by eontract if possible. I
think the men are more satisfied under a con-
tractor than under the Government. In any
case, it is much cheaper to earry ont work
hy contract than by ovr method.

Mr. Simons: That is quite right.

Hon. P. Collier: T think you took my re-
marks in the wrong way.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position alse referred te State trading con-
cerns. 1 say with all my heart that I wish
we had not a single State trading concern.
These concerns are the bane of my existenee.
ATl the time we have trouble with them. T
do not know whether the member for North-
Fast Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) be-
lieves no implements would be made if it
were not for the works at Roeky Bay.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Every year £350,000
worth of implements is Imported.

The PREMIER: T know that. Ministers
should not have to control State trading con-
erns. I do not think the employees get a
penny more from the Government than they
wonld get from private employers.

Hon. W. G, Angwin: But you keep the
money in Western Awustralia instead of
letting it go to the Eastern States,
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The PREMIER: The Government get ne
taxes from these concerns, and they of eourse
are operating against people who do pay
tuxes, The sawmills are a good paying
|'roposition, fortumately, but 1 wisk 1 counld
see the Inst of the State trading concerns.
The Leader of the Opposition said something
about the Como trams,

Hon. P. Collier: I made only a passing
reference. .
The PREMIER: The Como trams were
laid ddown
HMon. P. Collicr: They were galloped down.
The PREMIER: They were decided upon
in extraovdinury civeumstances. Tt is true
I made a promise in this House that the
Como tramway would not be built. During
my absence in England, the Acting Premier
found himself faced with a serious unem-
ployed diffienlty, and one means of over-
coming the trouble occasioned by the dis-
missal of men from our great industries was
the putting in hand of this work., He de-
termined that the tramway should be ecom-
strueted, knowing nothing of theé promise
which had been given to FParliament; but
even had he known of the promise, the ejr-
cumstances were 80 exceptional that he would
have felt justified in putting this work in

hand.

Mr. Clydesdale: Quite right.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It might have been
right if the line had been carried another
one and a half miles,

The PREMIER: This tramway was there-
fore decided upon, and the tircumstances at-
tending that decision are known full well to
every member. The work is employing a
large number of men who were in straitened
circomstances at the time. I hope ihis new
tramway will pay. I de not see why it
should not. However, the House is entitled
to say to me, ‘*You promised that thiz work
would not he carried out.’’

Mr. Pickering: It is too late for that now.

The PREMIER: I regret exceedingly that
the word I gave was not carried out. In all
the circumstances, however, the Government
were justified in doing what has been dome.
T am not one of those who think that we
should have the tramwuy system of Perth
and should not serve Perth. I have said
openly and more than once that if we own
this system, we must provide the necessary
conveniences. No one else can lay down a
line of tramway anywhere in the city of
Perth, as we have the system, and we must
prrovide reasonable facilities for the people
resident in the city.

Mr. Carter: Every metropolitan member
agrees with you.

The PREMIER: I know.

Mr. Ciydesdale: We shall have to make
other extensions.

Hon. P. Collier: Yt meets with unanimous
approval,

The PREMIER: There are some people
who say money should not be spent in Perth,
bot that it should all be spent in the country.
In one week we authorised more money to
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be loaned to farmers than the tramways cost
alfogether.  We propose 1o spemd six millions
on the land, a great deal of it in the settled
districts,

Hen., W. €. Angwin: You «¢mmnot e ex-
pected to give it all to them,

The PREMIER: It is known that we spend
in the country almost all the money we bor-
row. - Possibly they feel that the money that
- is spent in wages and material on work per-
formed in the metropolitan arca is faking so
much from them. 1 agree we ought not to
spenk money in I’erth if it ean he avoided.

HMon, W. C. Angwin: The trams have
never added to the deficit.

Mr. Clydesdale: They are a payable pro-
position.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: But there are some things
which must be done in the metropolitan area.
‘We must have drainage, for instance. So
long as the Government have the responsi-
bility of doing the work, of putting in drain-
age, sewerage, water supply, trams, ete., the
general taxpayer is ealled upon to contribute
towaY¥ds the cost of these works. Iverything
that belongs to the metropolitan arca should
be controllel by the people of the metro-
politan area. 1 caunot conceive that it would
not he possible for the people of FPerth to
select men to manage these concerns as well
as they ean bLe managed by Government de-
partments. I think they should do so. Tt is
no more our responsibility to provide water
snpplies and sewerage for Perth than it is
to make the streets of Perth, Tf T were a
resident of Perth T should want to have
these things in my own hands. T hope we
shall soon be able to induece them to take
these things over as is done in other cities
of the Commonwealth. T knew nothing of
this question until T returned, but now 1
know all the circumstances surrounding it.
T agree that the acting Premier had nothing
clse to do but to put some of the unemployed
in the metropolitan area af work there. The
sengon was bad and he did not know where
to turn to employ those people. There is
more work now in the country than we can
find men to do it. The raips have come and
the situation there has entirely altered. I
admit that a promise was given to Parlia-
ment and that it is a serious matter to break
anch a promise.

Mr. Carter: You did not break it

The PREMIER: The¢ cireumstance, how-
ever, justified the action of the Government.
I do not think I need say anything more
ahout the trams.

Mr. Underwood: You can leave that to
others,

The PREMIER: Oh yes. No doubt we
shall hear something about Pilbara from the
hon. member.

Mr. Underwood: You may hear from me
about the constitutional aspect.

The PREMIER: I do not know any mem.
ber who has less respect for the Constitution
than the hon. member.

Hon. T. Walker: Keep it up,

[ASSEMBLY.] -

Mr. Underwoold: You have gone behind
i'arlinment,  Fuee that!

The PREMIER: The hon, member had to
face Parliament at one time.

Mr. Underwood: You have gone hehind
Trarliament.

The PREMIER: I am not behind Parlia-
meat now; [ am hefore it.

Mr. Tnderwood: You are ouly bluffing.

The PREMIER: Not at all. T am giving
the House the facts as | know them, I re-
gret  that cireumstanees neeessitated the
building of the trams; that is all T can say
about it. Employment is now more plenti-
ful. There are some men who will not go to
the country. Tt is unfortunate that the men
who were out of work were added to by
those who gave np their jobs in the country
to come to the city. There are always

mwen  who  will  take advantage of that
sort  of thing. T know of three men
in one distriet who threw up their work

to come to Perth. During the recess we have
heen engaged in building workers' homes in
the country, under the amending Aect passed
last scssion. Some have been bhuilt at Bruce
Rock, Kununoppin, Dalwallinu, and other
places. They are both cheap and comfortable
and have cost about £250 cach.

Ar. Latham: They form the nueleus of
good homes.

The PREMIER: There is a shortage of
houses at present, When more people eome
here we shall want more homes, but the hous-
ing that is now going on in the farming
loealities should relieve the sitwation, Thous-
ands of prople have transferred from the
goldficlds to this part of the State, and find
it hard to get homes. We are building snit-
able houses now for the ecountry districts.

Mr. Sampson: It is very diffieult to get
tradesmen; bricklayers are very scarce now.

The PREMIER: Yes. I am sure this is
the right poliey. Tt should lead to the trans-
fer of people from the city to the country.
They will know that they can live comfort-
ably there, in places where they can get
work and live fairly cheaply. We have num-
evous applications for houses which can he
had at a cheap rate, and will not represent
a big load upon:the income of the wage-
carner, Tt will thog cost a man far less to
have a home in the country than in Perth.
T hope we shall soon be able {o build such
homes at Trayning and other “centres.

Mr. Angelo: Do not forget the north.

The PREMTER: No.

Mr. Angelo: You are a long time starting
there, R

Mr. Underwood: We shonld go further
north than Carnarvon,

The PREMIER: T had intended replying
tn some remarks made in another place by
my friend Mr. Lovekin; T say ‘‘my friend”’
advisedly becanse he is my friend in every-
thing except this speech. After all he is only
suggesting what we are deing already, al-
though he is suggesting it in the wrong way.
T hope the puhlic will peruse the figures 1
have given to the House, and will read into
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them the facts as they are. Mr. Tovekin’s
speeely starts off by saying that by the cx-
penditure of eight nillions we have got where
we now are in the matter of production.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1Ta that from a specch
detivered in another place this session?

The PREMTER: 1 am gelting this from
the ‘¢ Daily News.’’

Mr. SPEAEER: Ts it a wreport of a
speech delivered in Parliament this session?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier cannot
quote from a specch made this session. He
can take parts of the speech but may not
read it.

The PREMIER: T do not intend to read
it; T have already done so. I am not going
to tell the House what i3 contained in the
speeeh, becange if I did members wonld know
what was in.it. T do, however, want to cor-
reet one or two statements that appeared in
it. He says that what has been deue has
eost eight millions and that the money to
double that work has been taken from the six
miltions. T would point out that ie not so; a
great deal of the preliminary wark bhas al-
veady been accomplished. Mr. Tovekin said
the scheme aimed at doinyg 20 million pomds
worth of work for six millions. T say it will
cost only six millions, Tt will cost to establish
sehools and hospitals just what it costs now
per head of the population. He further said
the British Governminent were going to give
45 millions to the Dominions in 15 years.
That will not go very far. Jr. Lovckin was
one of the men who was insistent that T
should go to London. Fle has even suggested
that I should go back there and negotiato
afresh in order, to get better terws. Tt is a
pleasant place te be in and T think the sug-
gestion is a good one.

Mr. Clydesdale: Yom had better take the
Forests Commission with you.

The PREMIER: Mr. Lovekin agrees that
the work should be doue, T would point out
that in the past we wcre only too glad to
pay the fares of immigrants to come ont here
and to bear all the other charges in connee-
tion with them. Under the present scheme we
do not pay any fares, Were we ever in a
better position. Everyone in the State was
willing to foot the whole of the bill for bring-
ing immigrants here, and no one sugpested
we shonld do otherwmse. We did foot the
bill; we borrowed the money and settled the
people in that way. Now wc borrow the
money, and someone ¢lse pays £200,000 a year

towards the intereat for five years. The scheme -

wiil not cost the taxpayers a penny, and they
will get all the advantages of it. Tt will not
cost one farthing so far as the advances are
coneerned,

Mr. Underwood :
haek?

The PREMIER: The men who bomow it
—the farmers.

Mr. Underwood:  Soppese
failures? Who will pay then?

The PREMIER: The money will be re-
paid by the men whe berrow it. Tt must be
a good thing to develop every acre of gaod

Who will pay the money

they prove

. ber for (laremont (Mr,

land we have if we can get the people and
someone clse to help with the money. No
one wonld hesitate for a mowment to aceept
sueh a proposition. Tf it were possible to
develop the North-West, shonld we hesitate to
start doing it to-morrow under a system of
this kind? 1t will not cost the country one
farthing, for the cost will be berne by other
peeple,  Can we pet anything better than
that, and should we expeet it? We do not
kuow what may happen in the Old Country
during the next year or two. Industries may
he re-established there and thousands of peo-
ple required to work them. At present there
are two millions of people out of work there,
but if the industrics are not re-established
Britain will be only too anxions to get some
of her people nway.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The Bntlsh Minister
said in the House of Comumons that these
peaple were vnemployable, and that he was
gladl to eet them away. .

The PREMIER: T heard the Minister
speak, and he said nothing of the kind. The
man who would say that he wanted to send
unciplayable jeople te this or any other
conntry would be worse than foolish.

Hon. . Oollier: The MWBritish Minister
gaid that these people were hecoming inereas-
ingly unempleyable,

The PREMIER: TUnemployment luis an
effeet of that kind on practically every man.
However, these men  have 230,000 small
blorks ou which they grow vegetables, blocks
seattered all abont the country. The mem-
J. Thomson} told me
that he saw hundrveds of them. Tt does no-
body good to he out of work, but certainly
these men are employabte, and certainly they
are good men. At any rate, where are we to
draw immigrants from if not from the land
from which we ourselves came? Of course
the people from the Mediterrancan countries
might eome here,

Mr. Teesdale: But the Mediterrancun
countries would not lend us six milions.

The PREMTER: [ believe the course we
are ndlopting to he the right one, 1 know
the House is in favour of a white Australia.
I have not anything more to say to-night. [
have said everything that T thought I aught te
say to hon. members, and [ hope [ have told
them it quite plaindy and fairly, and in a
way that is understood. We look out upon
things as big as we like to make them., 1If
we are true to ourselves, we can have big de-
velopment and progress, multiply our flocks
und  herds, and double our production all
along the line. My trust is that most of us
may rvecogmise that that is the only policy
which can make this country what it ought
to be.

Mr, HARRISON (Avon) [8.18]}: First of
all T wish to congratulate the Premier on his
safe return from the mission he undertook to
the Old Country. We were grieved ta receive
cables stating that while there he was not as
well as we would have liked him to bhe. T
wish also to pay a tribute to Sir Francis
Newdegate, in whom T know Western Aus-
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tralia has a champion. As our present Gov-
ernor comes from the agricultural districts
of England, his opinion of Western Australia,
formed as the result of travels through =a
large portion of this State, would carry great
weight. It is a very goed thing that we had
at Home such good exhibits from Western
Australia as our Premier, Mr, Miles, and the
member for Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson).
Those three gentlemen would maintain the
reputation of Woestern Australia as a land
of good products. The memher for Katan-
ning (Mr. A. Thomson}, too, would do good
work for Western Australia in Seotland. 1f
we could get a large percentage of Scottish
and English clemeats in this State, we would
be all the better for their inclusion in our
yanks. We have heard from the Premier to-
night the conditions—they have previonsiy
been published in the Press—under which this
six millions is to be made available to the
people of Western Australia, Tn this con-
neetion I throw my mind back to the 4th of
January this year, when we were considering
the Loan Estimates, which contained an item
of £6,000 for agricultural immigration. The
Chairman of Committees, at any rate, will
recollect my then stating that this amount of
money was ridieulously small in view of the
development needed in Western Australia;
and T suggested at the same time that some-
one should go Home to place before the
people of the Old Country the prospeets
offering in Western Australin. Of course, if
anyone went Home, it should be the Premier.
I thought the time oppertune because Ear)
Balfour was then at Washington, and if he
was sueeessful in inducing the various nations
to agree to cessation of armaments and par-
ticularly the reduction of naval forces, the
value of one modern capital ship would help
Western Australia in a large measure to
People its empty spaces, and so to develop
this, the most vulnerable part of the British
Empire, My opinion was that the Premicr
should go Hame for the purpose of getting
a per capita grant for men to be migrated to
the Dominions, and especially to this State.
That would be a means of relieving the unm-
employed trouble in Britain, where the I'm-
perial Government were then spending at the
rate of £1,000,000 per week in unemployment
relief. Thus not only would Britain have
a part of her unemployment burden lifted off
her shoulders, but we would have been en-
abled to people this arca of ours, and so to
strengthen the position of the British people
a3 our hondholders. Therefore it would be
good buginess all rounmd. The value of a
modern capital ghip is about ten milligns
sterling. It would be a splendid piece of
diplomacy to get a large number of British
people settled in Australia, and especially
throughout the North of this continent. That
would mean a great deal for British commer-
cial poliey. [If the Dominions are going to
he a source of atrength to the British Em-
pive, every one of them must develap, and
traide must grow between the Dominious unild
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the British Isles. T am not altogether in
aceord with what is geing on at present in
the matter of lamil settiement. My opinion is
that we are granting to these immigrants
areas of land which are too large. I consider
that we could place double the number of
immigrants on the same areas, or thercahouts.
The proper course would e for the Minister
contrelling land settlement to give his exeen-
tive officers a formula on which they shoald
proceed as mearly as jossible in settling the
arcas, JFor example, there should be a for-
nula for the South-West, where the main
proportion of the settlement now proposed is
likely to takc place. From the Forestry Royal
Commission we learn that the Lands and the
¥orests Departments arc not werking in that
accord and co-ordination which we should like
to sec. The Mintster might issue a formula
to the cffect that if an area carried so many
loads of marketable timber to the acre, it
should be reserved for timber purposes, hut
that if the quantity of timber was below 2z
certain loadage per aere, the area should be
used for agricultural or other settlement. [n
order to achieve this we must have the work
done by departmental officers who know ex-
actly, and have for years known, the particu-
lar qualities of soils in the various districts,
and what those soils are capable of produeing;
whether, for instance, the land is suitable
for intense culture, or dairyving. Blocks shonld
be of fixed acreage, which ecould be varied
according to quality of soil. Tf T were in-
structing the officers, T should he inclined to
direct them to allow 25 acres for intense cul-
ture, as sufficient to maintain a family. For
dairying purposes I consider that the area
should be 100 acres. In districts west of the
rahbit-proof fence, beyond Burracoppin,
where there is good forest country, the land
should not be alienated to settlers in arcas of
more than 500 or 600 acres, acearding to
valne. The configuration of the country
should be so ebserved in the course of sub-
division that the blocks would be of the
greatest utility possible having regard to the
capital expenditure we are about to incur,
There would be the roads and the railways
and the lbridges and the schools. For eloser
scttlement purposes all this capital outlay
should be concentrated as much as possible.
Generally, the formula should provide for the
land to be alienated in such areas as good
men would be able to improve fully in the
course of ten years. If the scheme is going
to be successful, we must get the very last
farthing of value in return for the eapital
expenditure of the Government. We must
also endeavour to enable the man placed on
the soil 1o get the maximum value in return
for his energy. T throw my mind back to
the carlier settlement on our wheat belt, Tn
the district whieh perhaps I know best, the
lands in the vieinity of the railway were cut
up into homestead farms of 160 acres. Nearly
all those hlocks which were i the vieinity
of the rvailway were taken np as homestead
favms, and the man who worked on 160 aeres
for a few years did not lose the value of any
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of his cnergy. Those blooks, when developed,
were sold at prices representing considerably
more than their capital cost and the energy
cxpended on them in the way of improve-
ments. For other farms in that distriet,
farther away from the railway, we were not
able to get the value of the improvements
created on them until the repatriation scheme
came along. We could not seli soch Dblocks
unless they were specially well sitvated with
regard to railway facilities. For properties
situated a few miles back we could never
chtain the cost of the improvemeuts. [ say
that is a wrong position,

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: You put those pro-
perties on the soldiers.

Mr. HARRISON: No. The soldiers were
plaved on a good wicket, purchasing on a
walk-in walk-out basis.

Alr. Carter: Always?

Mr, HARRISON: 1 merely say that we
venld not get the value of our improvements
until this took place. Now, this is how I
view the position: If under thizs scheme we
are going to get vgluc for the capital expen-
diture of the State and the energy of the
man, we muast get the very best out of every
farm, and we must sccure the co-operation
and co-ordination of all the chief men in our
service who are connccted with the scheme,
Success will depend very largely on how the
work is plotted out and on how it is earried
into cffeet by those particular officers. I am
satisfied that we have in our public service
men who will do their very best if only they
are guided in the direction T suggest. Ts
it not much better for the settlers themselves
to have their energies and their values con-
centrated, rather than that they should have
Jarge areas on which they could not do as
cffective work as on smaller areas? We are
bound to have a certain percentage of immi-
pgrants who will not be suited for the life in
our agricultural distriets. T want to make
sure that those men who do not follow up
agricuiture sueeessfully, shall get a fair re-
turn for their encrgy bLefore they relinguish
their properties. T want to see that therc
will be value created in the interests of their
neighbours, Unless we take precautions, it
will mean that, in ten vears or 3o, the chil-
dren of those who are successful will not
be able to acquire land. Those who
are at present occupying land in our wheat
aicns, as well as in other agricultural centres,
will be faced with this problem. After ali,
we bave only a limited area within a pre-
scribed rainfall.  'Why should we not con-
gerve that area and make the best possible
use of it? The fact is that in the South-
Western areas, where it is intended to spend
the larger portion of the money available
for the settlement of overseas immigrants,
the capital outlay imvolved in providing the
required facilities will be more costly than
has been the experience in any other part of
the State. Roads, railways, bridges, culverts,
and  fermations generally, will cost wmore,
and it will be {0 the advantage of everyone
voncerned that settlers shoulil not he given
too much land. Hon. members will under-
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stand what I am driving at regarding the
large areas of land which have been given
to settlers. I want to sec the State get the
highest security for the funds made available
to the settlers, who, in turn, will get greater
opportunities to realise an adequate value
for the energy they expend in the develop-
ment of their holdings. By safepunarding
that position, we will assure a greater carry-
ing capacity for the utilities provided and
inerease production by meana of whieh the
farmers will be assisted to pay for those
utilities. Tt is imperative that holdinga sheuld
be cut aceording to the configuration of the
conntry, Tn the South-West there are gullies,
swamp land and watercourses. To survey
such land according to the points of the
¢ompass is not the best way to deal with it.

Mr. Mann: They are not doing that.

Mr. HARRISON: As far as possible each
settler should have water or swamp land on
his block. :

Mr. Mann: That is the system that is
Leing followed.

Mr, HARRISON: It may be; L hope it is,
Each farmer should have some swamp land
where available.  After making a couple
of visits to Pemberton, I am satisfied that it
would have been in the interests of the State
and the settlers as well, if the areas of the
hloeks there had been smaller, and if three
or fonr men had been settled on arecas where
ong man hag been plaeed. The overhead
costs, owing to the methods adopted in elear-
ing the land by using tractor power to fear
down the trees, will be very heavy. Further-
more, the methods adopted in elearing have
brought to the surface subsoils from too
ureat a depth. The effect of this will be that
when trees are planted, the growth will not
be uniform. Some trees will grow well and
thrive but others will be stunted. Tt would
bave been better had some other system been
adopted which would have kept the soil
sweeter. It would have been better if this
work had not been hurricd so much, and it
would have resulted in redueing overhend
vosts. It would have been better had the
men been engaged in clearing smaller areas.
T do not think more than from three to five
aeres at most should have been cleared.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are only clear-
ing five acres on caeh block.

Mr. HARRISON: Very good; 1 would re-
duce it. It would be better to do that and
sweeten the land. T am not a& south-western
farmer but from what I have secen of the
development of those areas during the earlier
stages, settlers there should have some pro-
tection regarding the trees supplied to them
on order. This protection should be in the
direetion of eompelling the suppliers to fur-
nish trees true to name in aceordance with
the orders received. Tt takes two or three
years before a grower really knows the
type of froit his trees will carry, and
it Lhe trees are not trne to type the loss in-
volved is too mneh for the grower to shoul-
der. A pure sceds Bill should be introdueed
this session so as to protect the growers. It
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should prevent the possibility of nurserymen
gending out old stocks, of which they desire
to be rid, substituting them for trees orleral
by the producer. A pure seeds Bill, too, woull
be of immense ndvantage to those engagel in
intense culture in the prodwction of vege-
tables and s0 on. Perhaps it would be diffi-
enlt te adminster such a measure but, at
any rate, it would be a sdeterrent against the
practice I have indieated. In any cage, T do
not think we will get anything like value for
the capital expenditure involved in the
schemes T have dealt with,
Mr. Underwood: You will
thing like what you want.
Mr, HARRISOXN: The difficulties con-
fronting settlers on the land are apparent
when we congider the Federal tariff. For
general purposes, we may put down the tariff
at a 30 per cent. basis. A perusal of the
toriff will show where we really staund, but for
the life of me T eannot understand why peo-
ple do not think as I o on this question.
We borrow money to develop the eonntry and
then, artificially, through legislation or by
means of a (ustoms tariff, greatly curtail
the purchasing power of that eapital, The
value of ngrienltural machinery imported into
Western Australin for the vear ended 30th
Juue last, was £271,267. Of that amount,
uverseas importations weve -epresented hy
£36,472, while overscas machinery brought in

not get any-

vin the Fastern States was  valued at
L10,103.  1f we had the same tariff imposed

upon agricultural machinery maunfactured in
the Eastern States, the importations woulidl
have represented £90,422 last year, There is
scurcely anything that the settler wears, uses
or cats, apart from those articles grown
within the State, that Jdoes not bear tanff
charges or their cquivalent up to about 30
per cent, When that iz applied throughout
the Btate, the cost of living is inereased.
This difficulty in regard to the cost of living
has been the means of raising wages through
the Arbitration Courts. But the fact remains
that though the men have received inereased
wages, that increase has not given them any
higher purchasing power than wns possessed
hefore they seeured the inerease. It meant
that where such increases were made at the
expense of manufacturers, commereinl inter-
vsts, or (istributors, those extra charges were
adiled to the cost of articles nil commodities
on top of which was placed a pereentage for
profit. That percentage was generally 2 fair
amount. The cffect of this was that those
vagaged in business simply secured greater
mofita on  similar turnovers, whieh meant
that wealth came to them at n more rapid
rate. The profit involved is about four times
as mueh as bank overdrafts would be at pre-
sent banking rates. The result of all this is
that instead of being better off, people are
acteally in a worse position. Tf a settler be-
comes sick, it costs more to maintain his
family than it did under earlier conditions.
1f 2 man is out of work, i rosts more for
him to live; when e is obd, it eosts him three
fimes as much to seewre a competenee than it
did many years ago. | cannot understanil
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why people do net realise the position. Take
it from the other pbint of view: suppose we
were  all  freetraders.  Western  Anstralia
wonld get ne advantage from freetrade. We
get no Lenefit respecting wmanufactured ar-
ticles, such as jams and so on, becanse we
are living in one Commeonwealth, and the
competition iz within the Commonwealth, We
cannot pet protection against the competition
of the established secondary industries of the
Eastern States, and it simply means that we
are up agninst eastern manufacturers all the
time. Whichever way we look at’the posi-
tion, we suffer from the disahilities of both
freetrande and protection and enjoy the bene-
fits of meither.

Mr, SPEAKER: T do not know that that
affects this particular question.

Mr. TIARRISON: It has a good deal to
do with land settlement,

Hon. P. Collier: Why not bring in a Bill
to reduee the tariff?

Mr. HARRIBON: If the Leader of the
Opposition and his pavty would assist us in
that direction it would ba of advantage.

Mr. SPEAKER: This Parliament has no
pewer to deal with the tariff, Tf the hon
nmember is illustrating some point, I wilt al-
low him te yproceed.

Mr. HARRISON:
cunsequunces,

The tariff and its
inchding  the profits required
by those engaged in commeree, will re-
duce the purchasing power of the money
to be made available by easily 350 per
cent, at the outset. We have something in
Western Austyalin in the shape of assets
of whicl the outside world knows nothing. |
have been through various countries, but 1
have never had a better orange anywhere than
I have hail in Western Australin. [ have not
seen finer grapes than I have seen in this
State, nor have I scen better apples than we
grow here. Also, on our swamp lands we
grow as fine a vegetable as ean be produved
anywhere. 1 am sorry I have not seen the
Kendenup product, but if, as 1 am told,
throngh  dehydration, they can get the
quality stated, there is certainly a great
ficld for the marketing of that product. Far
long we have had the quality in our goods,
but it has been diffieult to retain that quality
all the way to the consuming public. At a
meeting the other night the Premier said
we need not be afraid of the market if only
the growers will put up their goods satis-
factorily. T agrce with that. Manchester is
uttouched. The Lancashire workers consti-
tute an encrmous market for our goods, if
only we ean get them there in satisfactory
condition. Moreover, we can grow as fine a
wheat as is to be found anywhere in the
workl. Our flour will make its own market
when it is fully known and properly shipped
by modern appliances. Exeept for the gold,
our mineral wealth is almost untouehed, and
if we had these disabilities of which T have
spoken removed, we should develop onr base
metnls.  There is vast wealth in the State,
and all that we require is the removal of our
disabilitios. If the Commonwealth Govern-
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ment must have revenue through the Customs,
let ns pay direct to the Customs instead of
having middlemen’s profits added to the Cus-
toms dues. Tf we were to work as one man,
probably we should get our Qisabilities re-
moved, Western Australia is good enough to
develop, and will pay for its developing.
Unfortunately the man who does the preatest
amount of developing work, he who is near-
est to Nature, does not get anything like his
proper percentage of value produced. The
first man to reap the benefit of the ecapital
coming out from England will be the com-
mercial man. Everything that the settlers re-
quire in the shape of tools, clothing, ete,
will represent to the commereial man an im-
mediate advantage. We on the land have to
grow our products and wait until we market
them before we get any eash return. We have
been asked to explain the drift to the cities.
‘The answer i simple, There is no incentive
for young people to remain in eounfry dis-
tricts.  Consequently they migrate to the
better conditions in the city. Once let the
people in country distriets realige that it is
more profifable and healthy for them to re-
main in the eountry, and they will no longer
desire to come to the ¢ity. When you pgive
them comforts and decent home life, families
reared in the country will remain there. A
little ridicule has been directed at the 214
acre crop of cotton. I would not care if it

were only 1%  acres. I suggested two
Yyears ago that eotton Bseed, linzeed,
and tobaeeco seed should be distributed

to the eountry schools for eultivation in small
experimental plots. Weg ghould then find out
which centre is most suitable for the produe-
tion of each of those commodities. Tobacco
wasg grown at York some time ago, but it was
not suecessful, because of insects boring the
leaf. MHowever, if we were to make these
small experimental tests at country schoels,
it would be very interesting for the children
and would ecost nothing. During the last
two or three years it has been proved that
the carrying capacity of the South-West areas
has been very much increased by sub-
terranean clover. In the Great Southern a
similar result haa been achieved by the culti-
vation of Sudan grass. At Geraldton re-
cently T was informed that the fattening
qualities of blue lupine were simply astound-
ing.

Mr. Latham: Tt is very good on light
land.
Mr. HARRTSON: Well, we have plenty of

light Jand in most districts. Tf we could get
in the eastern districts anything which would
give us a similar advantage, it would revo-
lutionise the steek-carrving capacity of our
land. T congratulate the Premier on having
secured so large a sum of money. If judici-
ousir used it shonld serve to ereate a turn-
ing point in the history of the State. I am
very pleased indeed that a move has been
made in this direction, and I am convinged
that if the officers of the various departments
will work together most excellent results will
be obtained.

{61

119
On motion by Mr. Underwood, debate ad-

journed.

Houge adjourned at 8.57 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p.m, and read prayers.

QUESTION--DIUMPING OF EASTERXN
GOODS,

Mr. CARTER asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware of the fact that dumping of Tastern
States’ goods is oceurring on a large scale
in Western Australia, that such tactics
on the part of Eastern commercial houses is
degigned, and 1is successfully operating,
against the loeal industries already estab-
lished and the establishment of further see-
ondary industries in our State? 2, If so, has
any aetion heen taken to prevent these
attacks upon our growth® 3, Will he cause
the attention of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to be drawn to the matter and demand
that the terms of the Federal Coustitution be
applied to prevent continuance of the evil?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The W.A, Cham-
ber of Manufactures has recent]y written to
the Minister for Industries statmg such to
he the case. 2, The matter is receiving atten-
tion. 3, If it ean be shown that dumping is
occurring, and the Federal Constitution can
be applied by way of remedy, suitable repre-
sentatiens will be made,

QUESTION—STATE SAW MILLS.

Mr. WILLCOCK (for Mr. Wilson) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, What was the out-
put of timber from the State 8aw Mills De-
partment for the year ended 30th June, 19227
2, The average number of men employed by
this department during the year ended 30th
June, 19227 3, What were the profits made
by the depariment during the year ended
30th June, 19227

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS replied: 1,
50,480 loads of sawn timber. 2, 890 men in



